Mud Glorious Mud!
nd

Two Congelton Harriers took the train to the capital on the 22 February to participate in the National
Cross Country Championships at Parliament Hill, the men’s event is held over a distance of 12km
over a challenging hilly route which was very wet and muddy underfoot just what a winter cross
country course should be and fitting for the occasion with a large field of 2005 of the nation’s best
nd
runners. Bryan Lomas finished 732 in 51:54 and Chris Moss 1232 in 57:22

Chris Moss & Bryan Lomas at National Cross Country 22.02.2015 (pic unknown)
Closer to home and a day later another Harrier was taking part in the inaugural Stockport trail half
marathon; this course took the runners along the Middlewood Way and a four mile stretch along the
canal towpath. It was a welcome return racing for Rob Parkin who had been out with an ankle injury
th
since June and a very satisfying comeback it was too with a finish time of 1:49:19 placing him 159 in
a field of 348.
On the same day eight other Harriers were to be found running around Knype Pool in the 5mile
charity event organised by Biddulph Running Club. Mud was again in evidence on the course but
nothing deters a Congleton Harrier and there were good results spread across the 208 finishers with
st
th
Craig Hewitt the first home in 21 place overall (35:08), Steve Webb 54 (38:42), Caroline Partner
th
nd
who had travelled up from Basingstoke to take part 60 (38:54). Michelle Matthews 82 (40:40),
rd
st
rd
Debbie Hill 123 (45:16), Harry Stubbs 131 (46:18), Dave Taylor 133 (46:42) and Felicity Doyle
th
139 (47:01). A good result for Harry who was another Harrier returning after a long time out through
injury.

Debbie Hill “flying” at Knype Pool 5 23.02.2015 (pic Bryan Dale)
th

The first day of March saw the 28 Cloud 9 hill race, the first of 3 races the club put on throughout the
year. Starting from Congleton leisure centre the 9 mile course took the 256 runners to the summit of
Bosley Cloud at 343m (1,125ft) and back again via the Neolithic Bridestones monument. With many
members of the club organising, marshalling and indeed baking for the event there were just 4
st
Harriers taking part Paul Steel was the first of them home in a time of 1:14:43 (71 ), followed by
th
th
th
Charmaine Wood 1:16:32 (86 ), Michelle Matthews 1:22:13 (140 ) and Maria Jensen 1:29:15 (185 ).
This was 14 minute improvement for Michelle on last years’ time and is reward for all the effort she
has put in and demonstrates the benefits of joining a running club.

A fine selection of cakes at the 2015 Cloud 9 event (pic Paul Birdsall)

st

Paul Steel on his way to 71 overall at 2015 Cloud 9 (pic Paul Birdsall)

The club run night is every Tuesday from Congleton leisure centre for more information about
Congleton Harriers visit www.congleton-harriers.co.uk

