THURSDAY MORNING RUNS  (“PENSIONER POTTERS”)

These are off-road runs of about 1½ hours on Thursday mornings at 10:00 (unless otherwise arranged).  Directions are from Congleton.  All are welcome: you don't have to be a pensioner!  If you’re not a “regular” it’s a good idea to check beforehand to make sure there’s not been a change.  
List of Venues

Ackers Crossing  (SJ847589) About 2.5m south of Congleton on A34, turn left (by Peck's restaurant) onto minor road. After 1.3m cross over canal.  Park about 100yds beyond, in entrance to minor lane on left leading to the railway crossing (now an underpass).

Astbury – Village Hall  (SJ846646) Park in Village Hall car park, opposite church.

Axe Edge (SK 035698) Take A54 from Congleton until just before junction with A537 from Macclesfield. Turn R onto Axe Edge over cattle grid and continue to junction with A53 Buxton-Leek Road. Turn R, and in a very short distance, turn off to R onto old road and parking area.
Biddulph Grange Country Park  (SJ891592) About 3m south east of Congleton on A527 Biddulph road, turn sharply backwards left up minor road.  Do not turn into Biddulph Grange Nat Trust Gardens, but follow the road for about 300yds and turn right into the Country Park car park.

Birchenwood (Kidsgrove)  SJ851547 A34 south for 5½m.  At traffic lights, turn left on A50 for 1m, through Kidsgrove.  At 3rd set of traffic lights, turn left (Mount Rd).  Car park is on right after ¾m.

Boden Hall - layby just to south  SJ807585 On A34  ¾m south of Astbury, turn right (Childs Lane).  After 3m, at traffic lights turn left (south) on A50 for 0.9m and park in layby on RHS (150 yards after crossing a small valley)

Bosley - Lakeside  (SJ 917659) Follow the A54 towards Buxton.  After 4.5 miles at traffic light junction, turn right on A523 (towards Leek).  After 0.5 miles, turn left into Lakeside housing estate and park.

Bosley Locks  (SJ903663) About 3.5m north east of Congleton on A54 road to Buxton, turn left just before crossing the Macclesfield canal (for the 3rd time) into the minor road and park on the left.

Bosley Reservoir – SE side   (SJ926655) Just south of Bosley, on the Macclesfield-Leek road, take the 2nd lane on left (Smithy Lane?) opposite Tunstall Road on right. Proceed with care to reservoir and park on road level with dam.
Brereton Heath Country Park  (SJ 795653) About 3m west of Congleton on A54 Holmes Chapel road, turn left onto minor road.  Park after 0.7m, near where public footpath crosses road (about 250yds beyond houses).

Chance Hall  (SJ 824592) Take A34 southwards.  After about 3m, turn right into Chance Hall Lane (the shortest route towards Rode Heath and Alsager).  After 0.6 miles, park in small lay-by on RHS - 200 yards beyond Chance Hall Farm (on right) and just before footpath signed off to left.

Crossley Hall  (SJ 889651) Follow the A54 towards Buxton for 2.5m to where it crosses the canal (2nd time).  Turn right into minor road and park on LHS.
Danebridge  (SJ965652) Take A54 towards Buxton. About 3 miles after crossroads at Bosley, TR at Four-Ways Motel. Follow road past Wincle church, then downhill to bridge over R. Dane. Park on LHS, close in to wall.
Fegg Hayes (Chatterley Whitfield)  SJ878529 Take A527 south through Biddulph for 7m.  About 1m beyond Brindley Ford, turn left into Oxford Road and after 500yds park on LHS

Gradbach  (SJ998662) Take A54 from Bosley Crossroads towards Buxton for 4.5 miles. Just after sharp LH bend, and immediately before the Rose & Crown pub, TR for 2 miles. About 200 yds after crossing R. Dane, turn very sharp R to car park on R in 400 yds.
Greenway Bank Country Park, Knypersley  (SJ 889551) Take A527 south.  1m beyond the traffic-light junction at the south of Biddulph, take the road, 45 to the left - probably with brown sign to Greenway Bank Country Park.  After 0.4m turn left.  Greenway Bank Country Park is on the left after 0.5m: park in the car park.

Gun  Hill  (SJ968609) Take the road to Merebrook from Rushton Spencer, turning right at junction by Gunmoor Kennels. Use small parking area to right of road, just before it starts descent towards Meerbrook.
Hassall Green SJ779584 On A34, turn first right ¾m south of Astbury into Childs Lane.  Keep straight ahead for about 4m, crossing A50 (traffic lights) and A533 (take care).  Park at Lock 57 restaurant (check with them that parking is OK), on LHS by canal in Hassall Green.
Hen Cloud SK007612 From Leek, take A53 (Buxton) road for 3½m and turn left, just after steep dip, for Upper Hulme.  After 150yds, turn left for ½m to park on RHS near Roaches Tea Rooms on LHS.

Holehouse Lane  SJ829577 Take A34 south for 5¼m and turn right, about ½m beyond Little Moreton Hall, into Holehouse Lane.  After 250yds park in layby on LHS.
Langley – Tegg’s Nose Reservoir  SJ945717 Take A54 (Buxton road), then, at traffic lights, A523 towards Macclesfield.  After 2½m (Lyme Green) turn right and after 2m through several junctions to Langley.  Near the further (east) end of the village, turn left and park by dam after 250yds.

Little Moreton Hall - layby just to north  SJ830589 Take the A34 south.  About 2m south of Astbury, park in layby on west side of road, about 50 yards north of entrance to Little Moreton Hall.

Long Edge  (SJ909612) Follow Reades Lane from Mossley, past the Bridestones, and about 300 yds after RH bend, TR (towards Biddulph). After about 0.5 mile, park on LHS of road.
Marshes Hill  SJ906545 A527 south.  1m after traffic-light junction at the south of Biddulph, turn left (45º, brown sign: Greenway Bank Country Park).  After 0.4m turn left, and follow for 1.5m (past CP and dam).  At 'T' junction turn right; after 300 yards left; after 100 yards left into parking area.

Mow Cop Castle  (SJ 856574) Take A34 south for 5½ miles.  As you approach Scholar Green, turn left into Stonechair Lane (the first left after Little Moreton Hall). Turn left at T-junction, and after 0.4m, just after bridge over canal, left again.  After 0.4m, take first right, cross the railway and follow the old Killer Mile race route up Station Road (steep hill - 1:4) to the T-junction.  Turn left, and after 100yds right into Car Park.
Rock End  (SJ 899567) On the A527, just south of Biddulph, turn left at Knypersley crossroads (traffic lights).  After 1.2m, after road bends left at top of hill, take minor road to right and park.

Redesmere (SJ8487130 Turn right off A34 just north of crossroads at Siddington (with B5392), and park by lake. (You can feed the ducks afterwards.)
Rudyard Lake, North  SJ939610 Follow the Mossley to Rushton road by Bridestones.  5½m from Congleton, before bridge over old railway (80yds before A523 junction) turn right down dirt road 220yds to car park.

Rudyard Lake – South  (SJ 956579) Follow the Mossley to Rushton road by Bridestones.  5½m from Congleton, turn right (south) along A523 Macclesfield to Leek road.  After 3m turn right towards Rudyard.  After ¾m, after going under old railway bridge, turn left into Car Park (as for last Summer Series Race).

Rushton Spencer - West SJ935624 Driving north on A523 through Ruston Spencer, turn left on minor road.  After 200yds, just past Staffordshire Knot, turn left down lane to public car park
Sandy Lane  (SJ 829629) Follow A54 towards Holmes Chapel.  200yds after the 50mph signs, immediately after a road to the right and a bridge over Loach Brook, turn sharp left into Sandy Lane.  After 0.5m park on the RHS of the road, about 150yds before it joins the A534 (Sandbach) road.

Scholar Green - The Spinney  (SJ 831558) Take the A34 to Scholar Green; The Spinney is the first road on the right after the Bleeding Wolf pub - about 200m south of it. Park a few metres into the Spinney.

Snapes Aqueduct  (SJ 810567) Drive via A34 and Chance Hall Lane towards Alsager.  At the A50 (Knutsford - Stoke road) turn left (south) for only 0.2m, taking the first minor road to the left.  After 100yds, park on left - shortly before it goes under Snapes Aqueduct (canal).
Sparbent  SK002692 Follow A54 towards Buxton for 11m and park in long layby on LHS.  (2½m after sharp LH hairpin and Rose & Crown pub; green sheep pasture on LHS and Sparbent barn above).

Sutton (Higher Sutton)  (SJ949698) Take A54 towards Buxton. About 3 miles after crossroads at Bosley, TL at Four-Ways Motel. Shortly after passing Hanging Gate pub follow road round sharply to L. After 250 yds, by Gritstone Trail crossing, park on RHS of road.

Sutton (Foxbank)  SJ938697) Take A54 towards Buxton. About 2.5 miles after Bosley crosswards, at sharp RH bend, TL (Hollins Lane). After 1.5 miles pass Ryles Arms pub, and 550 yds beyond park on RHS of road (by footpath on L).
Timbersbrook  (SJ 895627) Take A54 towards Buxton.  As you leave Congleton, about 150yds after crossing the canal the main road bends left.  Turn off to the right along the minor road that continues straight on. Timbersbrook picnic site and car park is on the left after 1.4m, just as you enter the hamlet.

Wildboarclough  SJ982686 Take A54 for 9m towards Buxton.  About 1300yds beyond Wildboar PH turn left at crossroads for 1¾m to park in old quarry on LHS, about 200yds beyond Crag Inn.
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